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Honoring World Theater Month
Victor: March 2!
Plains: March 22
Columbia Falls: March 23
Valier: March 24

Harlowton: March 25
Poplar: March 26
Scobey: March 27
Plentywood: March 28
Great Falls: March 30

Fort Benton: March 31
Havre: April 1
Butte: April 2
Anaconda: April 3

Missoula: February 7, 8, 9, 1963
Statewide Tour: March 21-April 3, 1963
and I

SHOOTUP
by Douglas Bankson, MSU Department of Drama
in forty-two daytime performances for Montana High Schools

This entire tour is financed at no expense to the taxpayers of Montana

SHOOTUP
An original one-act play by Douglas Bankson, MSU Department of Drama
in forty-two daytime performances for high schools:

Thursday, March 21—Victor, Corvallis, Hamilton.
Friday, March 22—Plains, Hot Springs, Bigfork, Columbia Falls.

Monday, March 25—Valier, Browning, Shelby, White Sulphur Springs, Harlowton.
Tuesday, March 26—Circle, Richey, Ryegate, Poplar, Roundup.

Wednesday, March 27—Culbertson, Fairview, Froid, Scobey, Bainville, Westby.
Thursday, March 28—Plentywood, Peerless, Opheim.
Friday, March 29—Frazer, Saco, Harlem, Chinook.

Monday, April 1—Box Elder, Fort Benton, Belt, Stanford, Denton.
Tuesday, April 2—Boulder, Cascade, Helena.

Wednesday, April 3—Anaconda, Deer Lodge, Whitehall, Sheridan.

Members of the company of OUR TOWN will perform
in three separate casts of SHOOTUP

THE DIRECTORS
Firman H. Brown, Jr., is chairman of the Department of Drama at Montana State
University. With the Our Town tour he marks his twelfth year in theater in Mon
tana, and repeats the first show he ever directed. Mr. Brown, a graduate of Mon
tana State University, has done graduate work in theater at Columbia University
and in June will receive his Ph.D. degree from the University of Wisconsin. He
has a deep interest in theater history and has completed a dissertation on the
history of Montana Theater. Mr. Brown returned to MSU in the fall of 1956; since
that time he has originated the Masquer Summer Theater, now recognized part of
the MSU summer school, broadened the scope of theater education at the Uni
versity, expanded the annual state-wide tour to its present two-week, 2500-mile
day and night time performance schedule. Mr. Brown teaches courses in directing,
acting, and theater history. During the summer months since 1960 he operates,
with his wife Margery, the Bigfork Summer Playhouse on the shores of Flathead'
Lake, which plays nightly, July through August in a rotating repertory of four
plays. Mr. Brown has toured Montana with Twelfth Night (1957), Candida (1958),
Man and Superman (Spring, 1959), The Matchmaker (Fall, 1959), The Yellow
Jacket (1961), and Henry IV, Part 1 (1962). Mr. Brown has also taught at Northern
Montana College, Havre. In addition to his directorial duties with Our Town, Mr.
Brown has directed the three casts (all from the Our Town cast) of the original
one-act play presented in daytime performances for Montana High Schools.

FIFTY-EIGHTH SEASON

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS
DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA
and

MONTANA MASQUERS
present

OUR

TOWN

by Thornton Wilder

FIRMAN H. BROWN, Jr., Director

RICHARD H. JAMES, Jr., Designer and Technical Director
Costumes Designed by SARAH JAMES
THE CAST
(in order of appearance)

Stage Manager_______
Dr. Gibbs____________
Joe Crowell_________
Howie Newsome____
Mrs. Gibbs__________
Mrs. Webb__________
George Gibbs_______
Rebecca Gibbs_______
Wally Webb_________
Emily Webb____ „__
Professor Willard_____
Mr. Webb___________
Woman in the Balcony
Man in the Auditorium
Lady in the Box______
Simon Stimson______
Mrs. Soames_________
Constable Warren____
Si Crowell___________
Sam Craig__________
Joe Stoddard________
People of the Town___

---------------------------------------------------------------------Ron Engle
------------------------------------------------------------ Roger DeBourg
---------------------------------------------------------- Lester Hankinson
-----------------------------------------------------------George Baldwin
------------------------------------------------------ --- Eileen Gallagher
------------------------------------------------------------ lone Hutchings
------------------ ----------------------------------------------- Mike Fallon
—---------------------------------------------------- „____ Susan Sather
---------------------------------------------- „-------- Lester Hankinson
--------------------------------------- --------- ---------- Melinda Wilson
------------------------------------------- ------- ---------- Delbert Unruh
______ Larry Boag
. Helen McKeague
Firman Brown, Jr.
. Helen McKeague
_____ Gene Buck
....................................................... Helen McKeague
-------------------------- ,...................... Delbert Unruh
------------------------------ _ ----------- _ Lester Hankinson
---------------- _---------------------------- George Baldwin
------------------ ----------------- --------- ---- Delbert Unruh
----------------- --------- Marith Willis, Ray Maidment,
in co-operation with local student actors

PLACE: Grover's Corners, New Hampshire

ACT ONE 1901
ACT TWO: 1904
ACT THREE: 1913
There will be ten-minute intermissions between the acts.

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc., New York.

THE DIRECTORSRichard H. James, Jr., is designer and technical director for the Department of
Drama at Montana State University. A graduate of Northwestern University, Mr.
James joined the MSU staff in 1959 and since that time has worked on all produc
tions offered by the Montana Masquers. He has taught at Wisconsin State College,
Eau Claire, and done professional work with the Kansas City Resident Theater, The
Globe Players and Wright Junior College, Chicago. Mr. James has been responsible
for tour shows—The Matchmaker, The Yellow Jacket, Henry IV, Part 1, and Our
Town—designing with an eye to fitting set, costumes, lights, make-up, sound
equipment and properties into one truck rented for the tour. Costumes for to
night's play were designed and executed by Mr. James wife, Sarah, who has
worked closely with her husband in all productions. In 1960 Mr. and Mrs. James
joined the Browns for the initial season of the Bigfork Summer Playhouse, Mr.
James designing and supervising conversion of the building into a 180-seat threesided arena theater; Mrs. James designing and executing costumes. Mr. James is
designer-technical director of the Masquer Summer Theater, and beginning in June
will supervise all technical aspects for a six-week, six-show production schedule.
Mr. James teaches courses in design, stagecraft, make-up, lighting, and costuming.
Mr. James's design for Fallout in February of this year marks his one hundred and
fiftieth production.

☆
Douglas H. Bankson is professor of playwriting and associate director of theater
at Montana State University. Dr. Bankson, who holds a Ph.D. degree from the
University of Washington, taught at the University of Idaho before coming to
MSU in 1957 to teach in the Department of English. Dr. Bankson joined the Drama
staff in 1959 to teach courses in dramatic literature, acting, and to revitalize the
program in playwriting. Under his guidance more than a score of student-written,
directed, and acted plays have been offered in the Masquer Theater, an experi
mental 100-seat three-sided arena theater. Dr. Bankson has written and directed
two full-length plays: Shellgame, offered by the Montana Masquers in 1960; and
Fallout, a major attraction of the 1963 winter schedule. He has also written three
one-act plays for production by the Montana Masquers during their state-wide
tours. In 1962 the Masquers offered The Ball, a one-act farce, as part of a day
time assembly program offered to some forty high schools. In 1962 the pattern
was repeated with Nature in the Raw is Seldom, a satire on wilderness areas.
For the 1963 tour Dr. Bankson has again written an original one-act play which
members of the Our Town cast will present in two-score high schools during their
two-week tour. Dr. Bankson is also a sculptor whose carvings have been exhibited
in art galleries at MSU and Spokane and Seattle. During the 1963 MSU Summer
Session Dr. Bankson will again be director of the Masquer Summer Theater, super
vising the six-play, six-week program featuring plays by contemporary writers.

THE PLAYERSRon Engle (Stage Manager) will graduate in June with a double major in Drama
and German. Mr. Engle has appeared in numerous Masquer productions: playing
Kent in King Lear, Caliban in The Tempest, Sir Benjamin Backbite in The School for
Scandal, the inspector in The Rope Dancers and Wo Sin Lin in The Yellow Jacket,
the 1961 tour show. As an MSU playwright Mr. Engle won the best original play
of the year award for his one-act comedy, Hurt, Pain and Ache. In March he
directs his own translation of Leonce and Lena. Mr. Engle has appeared with the
English Players in Munster, Germany; was a principal player with the Billings
Pioneer Playhouse during the summers of 1959, 1960, 1961; and spent a quarter
at the Goodman Theater, Chicago. His home is in Billings.
Melinda Wilson (Emily Webb) is a sophomore in Home Economics. She has ap
peared with the Masquers as Lizaveta in an original version of Crime and Punish
ment by MSU playwright Ramon Bruce, and as Nancy in The Country Girl, directed
by Roger DeBourg. Miss Wilson has worked in summer stock with the Pioneer
Playhouse, Billings, in 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962. She was a recent candidate for
Miss MSU and appears often as a solo entertainer in her own skits. Her home is
in Billings.
Mike Fallon (George Gibbs) completes the Billings trio appearing in Our Town.
Mr. Fallon is a senior in English at MSU. He has been active with the Masquers
since his first appearance as Peter Van Dann in a 1958 production of The Diary of
Anne Frank. His roles include Straker in Man and Superman, the 1959 tour show;
the United States ambassador in Romanoff and Juliet, Dimitri in Ramon Bruce's
Crime and Punishment; the first messenger in J.B.; Jonathan in The Contrast; and
the old man in King Lear. In 1960 Mr. Fallon won a best actor award for his per
formance as Sena in Dummy, an original one-act play by Law student Brinton
Markle. He is in charge of lighting for Our Town.
Eileen Gallagher (Mrs. Gibbs) is a graduate student in Drama at AASU. A Masquer
Royal, Miss Gallagher has done legion service for the Department of Drama since
her first appearance as Mrs. Van Dann in The Diary of Anne Frank. She has toured
with the AAasquers as Mrs. Whiteside in Man and Superman, as Minnie in The
Matchmaker, and as Chee Moo in The Yellow Jacket. She holds three MSU acting
awards for The Yellow Jacket, The Matchmaker, and as Agnes in The Four Poster.
Miss Gallagher has appeared with the Masquer Summer Theater for two seasons;
■directed a production of The School for Scandal; was a member of the Bigfork
Summer Playhouse repertory company in 1961 and will return there this summer.
She is a past vice-president and secretary of the Masquers. She has taught drama
at Monroe, Washington. Her home is in Helena.
Roger DeBourg (Dr. Gibbs) is a graduate student in Drama at MSU. A Masquer
Royal, he has worked with the Masquers since first coming to the University, and
holds acting awards for his performances as Joseph Surface in The School for
Scandal, and as Hotspur in Henry IV, Part 1, the 1962 tour show. Mr. DeBourg
has taught in Roundup and California, and is currently the graduate assistant in the
Department of Drama. Since returning to MSU for graduate work (he is currently
working on a history of theater in Butte), he has also appeared as Nickels in J.B.
and directed The Country Girl. Mr. DeBourg will return to the Bigfork Summer
Playhouse in June to begin his third year as a principal member of the summer
theater company. His home is in Red Lodge.
lone Hutchings (Mrs. Webb) is a junior in Drama at MSU. She has worked in all
areas of MSU drama, devoting much time to the world of costuming, her designs
adding lustre to a recent production of The Fantasticks. Miss Hutchings has served
as secretary of the Masquers, and directed the prize-winning original play by Mr.
Engle, Hurt, Pain, and Ache last year. She has toured with the Masquers as Tso
in The Yellow Jacket; appeared with the Masquer Summer Theater; and worked in
summer stock in Monterey, California, appearing as Barbara in East Lynne. Her
home is in Stevensville.

THE PLAYERS Larry Boag (Mr. Webb) is a junior in Drama at MSU. He began his theater study
with the Virginia City Players, studied at Western Montana College of Education,
Dillon, and transferred to MSU. He has been a student technical assistant in the
Department of Drama for the past two years and in this capacity has worked on
all productions presented by the Department since 1961. He has appeared in The
Visit; as Luzhin, in Crime and Punishment; the miller in the Masquer Children's
Theater production of Rumplestilskin; as Prince John, and Bardolph in Henry IV,
Part 1, the 1962 tour show; as Henry in the musical version of Street Scene; and as
the old actor in the recent musical production, The Fantasticks, which played in Mis
soula and Bozeman in October. His home is in Three Forks.
Lester Hankinson (Wally Webb, Joe and Si Crowell, Dead Man) is a sopho
more in Journalism at MSU. A Bear Paw, Mr. Hankinson recently completed direct
ing the Miss MSU Pageant. He has appeared with the Masquers as the blind man
in The Visit; in the 1962 tour show, Henry IV, Part 1; and in the fall of 1962 played
the young actor in the musical, The Fantasticks. During the summer of 1962 Mr.
Hankinson worked with the Bigfork Summer Playhouse as Jake in Annie Get Your
Gun. His home is in Kalispell.
Susan Sather (Rebecca Gibbs, Dead Woman) is a junior in Drama at MSU. Miss
Sathor won applause for her performance as the young Helen Keller in The Miracle
Worker, presented by Helena's Brewery Theater during the summer of 1962. She
has appeared in King Lear, doubling as assistant to the director for that production;
and in December, 1962, played the title role in Camille in a student workshop pro
duction of the famous drama. Her home is in Helena.
Delbert Unruh (Prof. Willard, Constable Warren, Joe Stoddard) is a senior in
Drama at MSU. Mr. Unruh worked in theater at Dawson County Junior College,
Glendive, before transferring to MSU. He was first seen with the Masquers as
Billy Dimple in The Contrast, and went on to appear as Kit Carson in The Time of
Your Life. He has worked on lighting, make-up, and scenery for King Lear, The
Fantasticks, and The Visit. His home is in Glendive.
George W. Baldwin, Jr. (Howie Newsome, Sam Craig) is a senior in Drama at
MSU. Mr. Baldwin is currently president of the Masquers, and a student technical
assistant in the Department of Drama. He has toured with the Masquers as the
Chorus in The Yellow Jacket, and as the sheriff and Kent in Henry IV, Part 1. He
was seen as Ferdinand in The Tempest, and has worked with the Masquer Summer
Theater. His home is in Sunburst.
Helen McKeague (Mrs. Soames, the Lady in the Box) is a sophomore in Drama
at MSU. Miss McKeague was a principal member of the Virginia City Players
company during their 1962 summer season. She has worked with the Masquers
as Sonia in Crime and Punishment; as the miller's daughter who spins the gold in
Rumplestilskin; and as Cordelia in King Lear. Her home is in Calgary, Alberta.
Gene Buck (Simon Stimson) is a sophomore in Drama at MSU. Mr. Buck recently
completed an assignment as art director of the Miss MSU Pageant, and continues
his strong art interest as program and poster designer for the Masquers. He first
appeared with the Masquers as the pastor in The Visit. He has worked on make-up
and costuming for Department of Drama productions, and designed the set for The
Fantasticks. He was a member of the Henry IV, Part 1 touring company in 1962.
He is in charge of sound for tonight's production. His home is in Kalispell.
Ray Maidment (Farmer McCarthy) is a graduate student in journalism, a past presi
dent of Montana Masquers, a Royal Masquer, and the veteran Masquer of the
company. He has toured Montana five times with the Masquers, most recently as
Woo Ho Git in the Yellow Jacket. His home is in Plymouth, Michigan.
Marith Willis (Miss McGinnis) is a senior in drama from Missoula. She has ap
peared in The Matchmaker, King Lear, Light Up The Sky, and won a best actress
award for her performance in Separate Tables.

OUR TOWN
Is Our Town a thinking man's play? Whatever else the play may be, it is
popular. Since Our Town was first performed twenty-five years ago (January 22,
1938), it has been presented to millions of people here and abroad as a play, a
film, a radio or television script. Most recently it was the subject of a picture essay
in Life. One production of the play within a generation of a community seems not
to be satisfying. Four years ago a revival at the Circle in the Square in New York
City won critical approval. Berlin has seen at least three productions. The Masquers
themselves have performed twice before in Thornton Wilder s first Pulitzer Prize
winning success; first in 1942, later in 1949.

Our Town is popular in another sense. It has become a favorite whipping boy
with the critics. The play has been praised as the great American Tragedy and
blamed for being "pastoral, complacent, coy, charming, and entirely unreal."
Structurally Our Town is divided into three units. The first act concerns itself
with the daily life of Grover's Corners. It emphasizes the social relations between
the Gibbs, the Webbs, and fellow townsmen. Act II involves George and Emily
emotionally while presenting the couple as symbols of youth. The last act, con
cerned with death, completes the life cycle and accents the enternal rhythm of the
universe (the eternal rhythm throbs through Wilder's later play, The Skin of Our
Teeth). The diverse activities of the town, the shifts in time and place are controlled
by the Stage Manager, a character borrowed—along with the barren stage and
limited "props"—from ancient Greek and Oriental theaters.

Because the tripartite structure of the play, because the use of a narrator and
the sparse setting can be characteristics of high tragedy, there are critics who are
certain that Our Town should rank with the best of Sophocles. Wilder's aim was
less high: "to find a value above all price for the smallest events in our daily life."
In a society that prefers craftiness to craftsmanship, that offers sickness as a final
excuse for everything from comedy to crime, that buys its tranquility at the corner
drug store, it is understandable that Wilder's reactionary views of life will appear
to be nauseous nostalgia. Those who see in Our Town an affirmation of human

values are the dupes.
Who has the answer, the paid critic or the paying audience, or the author?
"The climax of this play," Wilder maintains, "needs only five square feet of board
ing and the passion to know what life means to us.

Vedder M. Gilbert
Department of English
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